Hangar Etiquette

1. The hangar is occupied by a variety of aircraft. Treat your neighbours respectfully and look after their property carefully as if it were your own:

· The hangar doors have suffered damage that could have easily been avoided. Retract the floor bolts fully and flatten to the door before opening the door. Make sure the door bolts and receivers in the floor line up correctly before inserting bolt to hole upon closing. Drop each bolt. The security awarded by the door stems from this. If you unlock the small door, make sure you lock it again.

· If you move an aircraft outside, park into wind, put the brakes on (or chock wheels) and make sure the controls are locked before you leave the aircraft. Last action: detach the tow bar and return it to the hangar.

· Don’t just throw the aircraft on the apron, other people need to use it as well. Similarly think before positioning the aircraft inside the hangar. If you are not wanting to use your aircraft for another week, it would be good airmanship to let the Cotswold know and a shuffle to allow for frequently used aircraft to be placed in front of yours can usually be accommodated.

· Never be afraid to come into the Cotswold to ask for help moving aircraft. Better to have many hands moving them than suffer the dreaded hangar rash. There are a lot of aircraft in the hangar but they do fit, if in the correct order and position.

· The hangar is cleaned through regularly. It is surprising how much rubbish accumulates over a week and not all of it blows in through the doors. The hangar is provisioned with a rubbish bin. Please use it. If your aircraft leaks or you notice an aircraft is leaking please put something underneath to catch the drips and mention it in the Cotswold so further action can be taken.

· There have been occasions when start up and close down checks have occurred with the tail of the aircraft facing the open hangar doors. Such action blows rubbish into the hangar and pebbledashes what is inside. When was your pride and joy last repainted? As a side issue here remember we have neighbours at RGV before you perform your checks with tail pointing at their aircraft.
· Under no circumstances are aircraft to be taxied into or out of the hangar with engines running.

2. Health and Safety Legislation and Regulation is an issue affecting all of us. At the very least we each owe a duty of care to everyone else. Do not leave items strewn about or puddles of fluid for others to fall over and hurt themselves. Aircraft have sharp pointed bits to snare the unwary. Do you need to consider marking with tie-ons etc? If so remember to take them off before you move the aircraft outside, they can easily be forgotten when getting ready to fly.

3. Security is also high profile. If you encounter someone you don’t know or someone acting suspiciously challenge them or at least report the person(s) to  Cotswold Aero Club. Your aircraft is valuable with expensive kit on board; mark it and lower the theft risk but consider the next item.

4. Fire is a possibility. Once parked in the hangar, leave the brakes off etc. so others can move your aircraft if necessary. You might have reason to thank them one day!

5. Hangar lights. Just so the hamster can have a rest from running round his electricity generating wheel, if you’ve finished with them, turn them off please.







